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About Us

The Hunt Institute brings together people and resources that help build 
and nurture visionary leadership and mobilize strategic action for 
greater educational outcomes and student success.
Our mission is to provide unbiased research, technical expertise, and 
learning opportunities that equip and empower educators and 
policymakers to drive equitable reforms and become champions for 
education across the continuum.



› Early Childhood in NC

› K-12 in NC

› Higher Ed in NC

› Q&A

Agenda



Early Childhood in North Carolina



North Carolina's Early Care and Learning Network



Early Childhood Funding
AGE 0 – 1 AGE 1 AGE 2 AGE 3 AGE 4 AGE 5

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program (MIECHV)
Provides home visiting to families living in at-risk communities.

Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)
Provides funding for licensing and quality of child care, ensuring parental choice in child care, supporting the child care workforce, and child care subsidies for low-

income families.

Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5)
Provides funding for states to strengthen the early childhood system.

*Awarded to select states

Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Block Grant
Provides funding to support the health and well-being of all mothers, children, and families.

Public Assistance Programs (TANF, WIC, SNAP, CHIP, Medicaid, Child Tax Credit)

Early Head Start (EHS)
Provides comprehensive services to low-income pregnant women, infants and 

toddlers, and their families.

Head Start
Provides comprehensive services for low-income children ages three to 

compulsory school age, and their families.

IDEA Part C
Provides early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities.

IDEA Part B, Section 619
Provides special education and related services to preschool children with 

disabilities.

NC Pre-K
State funded prekindergarten for four-year-old children with family income 

below 75% of State Median Income.



Access to High-Quality Early Care and Learning

732,745 67% 26% 51%
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North Carolina's Early Childhood Workforce
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$579 million is lost annually in current and future revenue for 
North Carolina.
Businesses experience increased retention and productivity when 

child care benefits are offered.
Programs like Michigan Tri-Share and Kentucky’s Employee Child 

Care Assistance Partnership match employer benefits with state 
and federal dollars to make child care more affordable for 
families.

Strengthening Early Childhood through Business Engagement



K-12 in North Carolina





K-12 Governance Structure

State Board of Education 
(the Lieutenant Governor, the State Treasurer, and 11 

other members appointed by the Governor and confirmed 
by the Legislature)

State Superintendent of 
Education (Elected)

Catherine Truitt

Special Advisors
Financial & 

Business 
Services

Digital Learning 
& Technology 

Services

Standards, 
Accountability, 

& Research

District & 
School Support 

Services

Regional 
Directors

District 
Superintendents

Local School 
Board

Educator & 
Student 

Advancement
Chief of Staff

Article I, Section 15, of the North Carolina Constitution: “The people have a right to 
the privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard and maintain that 
right."
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32%

State Federal Local

54%
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Salaries

Employer Provided
Benefits
Capital Outlay

Purchased Services

Supplies and
Materials
Transfers

2019-20 Traditional Public School Funds Sources and Uses

K-12 Funding



ESSER Spending in North Carolina

North Carolina ESSER I (CARES) ESSER II (CRRSA) ESSER III (ARP)

Deadline for Obligation 9/30/2022 9/30/2023 9/30/2024

Total Funding $396 million $1.6 billion $3.6 billion

Amount Spent $389 million (98%) $1 billion (62%) $1 billion (30%)

Total Remaining Funding $3.1 billion

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Education Stabilization Fund, for the reporting period ending September 30, 2022



NAEP Proficiency Rates | 2022
Grade 4 Reading Grade 4 Math

Grade 8 Reading Grade 8 Math

NC

US

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)



PU
BL

IC Charter Schools
North Carolina passed charter school legislation in 1996. 210 charter schools 
enrolled 135,972 students in 2021-22, representing 9.2 percent of public 
school students in the state.

Magnet Schools • Allow students to focus on a specific learning track.
• Most schools determine student acceptance by a lottery system.

PR
IV

AT
E

Vouchers
The Opportunity Scholarship program provides private school vouchers to 
children of low-income households for tuition, transportation, equipment 
and other necessary private school expenses.

Education 
Savings Accounts

The North Carolina Personal Education Students Accounts for Children with 
Disabilities Program provides families of students with disabilities with a 
maximum annual allocation of $9,000 (except for students with certain 
disabilities who are eligible for up to $17,000) for educational and 
therapeutic uses, including private school tuition and/or education-related 
transportation.

School Choice



77%

17%

6%

White Black Other

78.0% 70.2%
83.8% 77.5%

16.7%
21.3%

13.3% 16.9%
5.3% 8.4% 2.9% 5.6%

ALL SCHOOLS HIGH-POVERTY 
SCHOOLS

LOW-POVERTY 
SCHOOLS

NEITHER HIGH 
NOR LOW-
POVERTY 
SCHOOLS

Experienced Teachers Beginning Teachers Provisional Teachers

High-Quality and Diverse Educator Workforce



Aligning Education and Workforce Needs in K-12



Reflection & Discussion



Higher Ed in North Carolina



The North Carolina General Assembly allocates funds to IHEs through the state budget, appoints members to the 
UNC and NCCCS boards, and establishes accountability systems for public IHEs via statute. The Governor’s office also 
plays a role, mainly by appointing members to the NCCCS board and allocating some federal dollars at the Governor’s 
discretion. 

Higher Ed Governance Structure



Higher Ed Funding



NC's Postsecondary Attainment



Meeting NC's Growing Workforce Needs



Role of Business and Industry



Thank you!

Er ica  Vevurka
Direc tor  o f  K-12
evevu rka@hunt - ins t i tu te .org
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