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Likely Winners and Their Greatest Challenge
Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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“Obstinate or intolerant devotion to one’s own 
[political] opinions and prejudices.”
Example Sentence: A deeply ingrained bigotry 
prevented her from even considering the 
counterarguments.

Partisan Bigotry  Defined
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 Super PACs are independent expenditure committees that 
may spend unlimited money from corporations, unions, 
assns. and individuals for or against political candidates.

 As of Oct 30, 2022, 2,415 super PACs have reported total 
receipts of $2,510,179,619 and total independent 
expenditures of $1,297,605,337 in the 2021-2022 cycle.

 Conservatives 65%, Liberals 32%, Other 3%

Partisan Bigotry  Fueled by Super PACs
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Democrats/Republicans: Opinions of Each Other

Opinion of Republicans Opinion of Democrats
Democrats Republicans

2021
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Democrats/Republicans: Opinions of Each Other

90% of Democrats and Democratic leaners have 
unfavorable view of the Republican Party, while 
identical share of Republicans and Republican 
leaners have unfavorable opinion of the 
Democratic Party.                Pew Research Center Study, January 2022
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August 2022

Other Party is Closed-minded, Dishonest, Immoral

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2022/08/09/as-partisan-hostility-grows-signs-of-frustration-with-the-two-party-system/pp_2022-08-09_partisan-hostility_00-01/
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Democrats Say Biggest Threats to Democracy Are …
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Republicans Say Biggest Threats to Democracy Are … 
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Will the Other Party’s Agenda Destroy America?
October 2022 Survey
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Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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“From want of acquaintance the people, without 
intending it, became estranged, jealous, suspicious. 

They misjudged each others' motives. They 
misrepresented each others' beliefs and purposes.    

They suspected each other of dishonesty and ill-will.”

Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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“Many ambitious and scheming men had come to 
the front, taken control of the political parties and 

proclaimed themselves the leaders of public 
opinion. Their purposes were wholly selfish.         
The welfare of the country was of no value.”

Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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“Many works were published whose popularity 
depended wholly on the animosity existing between 
the two [sides]. Such books were filled with ridicule 

and falsehood. The beliefs of one [side] were held up to 
the contempt and scorn of the people of the other.”

Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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History of the 
United States

• Estranged, jealous, suspicious
• Ambitious demagogues
• Publications filled with ridicule

John Clark Ridpath, 1876

Threat to Our Democracy of Partisan Bigotry
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Americans’ Trust in News Media Near Record Low

38%   None at all
28%   Not very much
34%   Great deal/Fair amt

October 18, 2022
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Americans’ Trust in News Media Near Record Low

https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/



John Davis Political Report – Leadership NC – November 2, 2022

Americans’ Trust in News Media Near Record Low

https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/



John Davis Political Report – Leadership NC – November 2, 2022

March 2022

PBS
CBS
ABC
NBC
CNN
NY TIMES
WAPO

News Media Trusted by Democrats/Republicans
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News Media Trusted by Democrats/Republicans

March 2022
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 More Effective/Productive/Do More

 More Bipartisanship/Work for the People

 Save This Country/Turn This Country Around

 Honesty/Integrity/Trust Matters

 Focus on the Problems Within the US

 Listen to Your Constituents
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House Majority 218
222 Democrats; 213 Republicans

John Davis Forecast: GOP 239; Dems 196 

US House of Representatives
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 Since World War II, the party holding the White House has 
lost an average of 4 Senate seats and 26 House seats 

 Net 1 Republican US Senate gain = 51/49 GOP majority

 Net 5 Republican US House gains = 218-seat GOP majority

 Since 1962, only 3 midterm elections when party in White 
House lost fewer than 5 seats. Each time the president’s job 
approval above 60% (Kennedy ‘62, Clinton ‘98, Bush ‘02)

History Favors GOP Takeover of Congress in 2022 
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GOP Has Political Winds at Their Back in 2022
November 1, 2022
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D+24

D+25

D+5
D+30

NC 4: Valerie Foushee-D) NC 1: Open Seat
Don Davis-D

NC 2: D Ross (D)

NC 12: A Adams (D)

D+9
NC 6: K Manning (D)

D+11

NC’s 14 NC Congressional Districts: 6 Safe DEM

NC 14: Open New
Jeff Jackson, D

NC Congressional Districts
Republican Safe Seats: 7
Democratic Safe Seats: 6
Competitive: 1   
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NC 1: Open Seat
Don Davis-D

NC’s 14 NC Congressional Districts: 6 Safe DEM

NC Congressional Districts
Republican Safe Seats: 7
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R+13

R+22
R+15R+20

R+8
NC 9: R Hudson (R)

NC 11: Chuck  Edwards (R)

NC 3: G Murphy (R)NC 10: P McHenry (R)

NC 5: V Foxx (R)

R+8

NC 7: D Rouzer (R)

NC 8: D Bishop (R)

R+6

NC Congressional Districts
Republican Safe Seats: 7
Democratic Safe Seats: 6
Competitive: 1   

NC’s 14 NC Congressional Districts: 7 Safe GOP
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NC’s 14 NC Congressional Districts: 1 Toss Up

NC 13: Open New
Bo Hines, R
Wiley Nickel, D

R+2

NC Congressional Districts
Republican Safe Seats: 7
Democratic Safe Seats: 6
Competitive: 1   
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US 13 Only Competitive NC Congressional District
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Senate Majority 51
50 Democrats; 50 Republicans

John Davis Forecast: GOP 53; Dems 47

US Senate
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US Senate: John Davis Forecast 53 Rs; 47 Ds
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 Cheri Beasley raised $33.9M    $5.6M Support; $44.3M Opposed 

 Ted Budd raised $12.5M $21M Support; $15.2M Opposed

North Carolina US Senate Race

Married w/twin boys; Wake Cnty
Fmr Chief Justice NCSC
Elected statewide ‘08, ‘14, ‘22
Rutgers; U Tenn JD; Duke LLM

Married w/3 children; Davie Cnty
Gun Shop Owner; Family Farm 
3-Term Mbr of Congress
App State; Wake Forest MBA

Cheri Beasley Ted Budd

Outside Spending 2022Total Raised Oct 19, 2022
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North Carolina US Senate Race
November 1, 2022
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Historic 6-3 Conservative Advantage
First Black Female Justice in 2022

Implications for Contentious Issues

US Supreme Court
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Supreme Court of the United States

In 232-year history of US Supreme 
Court, there have been 115 justices     
(6 Women, 3 Black; 1 Hispanic)
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 SCOTUS 6-3 conservative (all 6 GOP nominees);                   
6 Catholics, 2 Protestants, 1 Jew

 US is 45% Protestant, 22% Catholic, 2% Jewish 
 SCOTUS 2021-2022 eliminated federal abortion 

guarantee, expanded 2nd Amendment and religious rights, 
and limited U.S. govt’s power to curb climate change

SCOTUS 2021-2022: Historic Conservative Bloc
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 Race/Affirm Action: Stu for Fair Admissions at UNC and 
Harvard say Affirm Action discriminates against Asians

 Elections/Gerrymandering: NC case Moore v. Harper (only 
the state legis, not courts, have final say on maps)

 Environment: Idaho case may limit EPA on wetlands regs
 LGBTQ Rights: Colorado website designer says no to 

creating websites for same-sex weddings

SCOTUS Precedent-Altering Cases to Watch
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Precedent-Altering Decisions: Warren Court 1953-1968

Chief Justice Earl Warren
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4-3 Democratic Majority
Two Races, Both Democratic Justices

If GOP Wins One, Court Flips to 4-3 Republican

North Carolina Supreme Court
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North Carolina Supreme Court 2022 Races

20222022

Retiring
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North Carolina Supreme Court 2022 Races

20222022

Lucy Inman, D-Wake
• Judge, NC Court of Appeals
• NC State; UNC Sch of Law, 1990
• Fmr Civil Litig Atty; Superior Ct Judge

Richard Dietz, R-Wake
• Judge, NC Court of Appeals
• Wake Forest Law, 2002; Duke Law LLM
• Fmr Appellate Atty; Kilpatrick Stockton
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North Carolina Supreme Court 2022 Races

20222022

Sam Irvin, IV, D-Burke
• Justice, NC Supreme Court
• Davidson; Harvard Law Sch, 1981
• Fmr NC Utilities Comm and Ct of Appeals

Trey Allen, R-Robeson
• Gen’l Counsel, Admin Office of the Courts
• UNC Pembroke; UNC Sch of Law, 2000
• US Marine Corp Judge Advocate

Trey Allen
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Nat’l Democratic Redistricting Comm 2022 Targets



John Davis Political Report – Leadership NC – November 2, 2022

 In 2020, Forward Majority, allied with NDRC, spent more 
than $32 million to flip state legislative chambers in 
Florida, Texas, Arizona and North Carolina . 

 NDRC’s failure to flip state legislative chambers led to 
shift in focus to litigating maps in friendly state courts

2022 State Legislative Chambers: GOP 61; Dems 37 
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NC’s 50 Senate Districts 2022

26 Needed for Majority
Republican Safe Seats: 24
Democratic Safe Seats: 19
Competitive: 7

Dave’s Redist App
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NC’s 120 House Districts 2022

61 Needed for Majority
Republican Safe Seats: 56
Democratic Safe Seats: 47
Competitive: 17

Dave’s Redist App
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Rep. Erin Pare Rep. John Bradford
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Democratic Blue Islands in Red Sea of GOP Precincts
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Democratic Blue Islands in Red Sea of GOP Precincts
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 Older generations are disrupted politically by younger 
generations demanding their own priorities and values

 Everything disrupted by internet and artificial intelligence
 Exclusive knowledge sources (universities, libraries, 

corps) disrupted by universal access to all knowledge
 America’s 20th Century economic/military dominance 

disrupted by globalization of wealth and power

A Nation Disrupted by Transformative Change
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 White Anglo-Saxon patriarchy disrupted politically by 
women and minorities demanding equal opportunity

 Corporate campaign $ disrupted by Citizens United
 20th Century Democrat leaders in civil rights, feminism and 

Great Society socialism disrupted by new liberal voices
 20th Century American traditions/social norms disrupted   

by cultural diversification and liberalization

A Nation Disrupted by Transformative Change
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 Republican establishment disrupted by Donald Trump 
and his anti-establishment MAGA base

 Trump disrupted by DOJ/FBI, Democrat judges and DAs 
disrupted by a conservative SCOTUS

 Speaker Pelosi disrupted by caucus dissidents who are 
disrupted by Senate Republicans

 News/opinion sources disrupted by social media

A Nation Disrupted by Transformative Change
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US Supreme Court Model
“The nine of us are now a family.”

North Carolina Politics Fall 2022
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“When you’re charged with 
working together for most of 
the remainder of your life, you 
have to create a relationship,” 
Sotomayor said. “The nine of us 
are now a family.”
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The Odd Couple: Justices Scalia and Ginsberg
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The Odd Couple: Justices Scalia and Ginsberg

“What’s not to like – except her 
views on the law, of course.”



John Davis Political Report – Leadership NC – November 2, 2022

The Odd Couple: Justices Scalia and Ginsberg

“I disagreed with most of what he 
said, but I loved the way he said it.”
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The Odd Couple: Justices Scalia and Ginsberg

“I never heard them 
talk about anything 

political or ideological, 
because there would 

be no point.”
Ginsburg’s grandson, Paul Spera, 

Washington Post, February 13, 2016 
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“Nino kills it. Marty cooks it.”
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Collegiality

Elena Kagan
Antonin Scalia

U.S. SUPREME COURT ODD HUNTING BUDDIES:            
LATE CONSERVATIVE JUSTICE ANTONIN SCALIA & 

CURRENT LIBERAL JUSTICE ELENA KAGAN! 
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KaganScalia

Sonya 
Sotomayor

Samuel 
Alito

U.S. SUPREME COURT ODD HUNTING BUDDIES:            
LATE CONSERVATIVE JUSTICE ANTONIN SCALIA & 

CURRENT LIBERAL JUSTICE ELENA KAGAN! 
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President Obama Calls Out “Woke” Culture
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“This idea of purity and you’re never compromised, and you’re 
always politically woke …. you should get over that quickly.”

“The world is messy. There are ambiguities.                   
ambiguities.          People who do really good stuff have flaws.”

“If all you’re doing is casting stones, you’re   
n                          not going to get very far. That’s not activism. 
That’s not bringing about change.”

President Obama Calls Out “Woke” Culture
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How Do We End the Threat of Partisan Bigotry?
We tell each other our personal story about the 

formation of our political judgment. 

North Carolina Politics Fall 2022
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