
North Carolina Film Office



Contracted marketing and service agency 
promoting filming in North Carolina

˚ Part of the Economic Development Partnership of NC
˚Housed within VisitNC, state tourism agency
˚No longer a true “government” agency, but act like one

˚ Office of Two

˚ Work with NC Department of Commerce on running of NC Film and Entertainment Grant 
program

˚ Work with Regional Film Commissions and other local contacts



The EDPNC improves the economic well-being and quality of life for 
all North Carolinians. 

We do this by collaborating with state, regional, local, and private-sector 
partners on new business recruitment, existing employer support, 
international trade and export assistance, small business star up 
counseling, and tourism promotion.

The EDPNC Mission
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˚ Market the state, primarily to projects
that’ve been greenlit or are about to be

˚Includes overseeing Grant Program

˚ Maintain statewide location database
˚Keep non-represented regions up-to-date

˚ Maintain statewide resource directory
˚Free crew and support service directory

˚ Assist with permits for state agencies
˚DOT, State Parks

˚ Serve as an information resource for productions



• $170+M industry now
• Average over last 10 years
• Nearly $300M just before that time
• Numbers are rising

• More than 3,500 film professionals*

• Production takes place across NC

• The state’s biggest assets are:  
• 25% rebate
• renown crew base 
• vast landscapes

*registered in state directory

Quick Overview



2024 by the Numbers

• 67 Projects
• 2,159 Crew Hires
• 799 Talent Opportunities
• 12,026 Extra Opportunities
• $302,876,274 Direct In-State Spending
• Filming in 32 of the state’s 100 counties, all 8 Prosperity Zones



Spending Impact
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Job Opportunities
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Spending Impact (Grant Recipients)



• So…how do we get productions to NC?

Key Recruitment Pieces



• THE 3 P’s

Key Recruitment Pieces



• THE 3 P’s

PEOPLE

Key Recruitment Pieces



˚ 75 – International Cinematographers Guild Members

˚ 26 – Producers Guild of America Members

˚ 90 – Directors Guild of America Members

˚ 22 – Writers Guild of America Members

˚ 800+ - International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

˚ 200+ - Teamsters (drivers)



˚ Production

˚ Accounting

˚ Art

˚ Asst. Directors

˚ Casting

˚ Catering

˚ Construction

˚ Costumes

˚ Covid-19 Comp.

˚ Craft Services

˚ Editing

˚ Electric

˚ Greens

˚ Grip

˚ Hair

˚ Locations

˚ Make-up

˚ Medic

˚ Property

˚ Scenic

˚ Script

˚ Set Dec

˚ Sound

˚ Special Effects

˚ Studio Teacher

˚ Transportation

˚ Unit Publicist (PR)

˚ Visual Effects



• THE 3 P’s

PEOPLE

Key Recruitment Pieces



• THE 3 P’s

PEOPLE PLACES

Key Recruitment Pieces



• Locations Database (6,600 +)

• Work with location professionals

• Work with local tourism and 
economic development partners

• Just drive/ask around

PLACES - How Do We Find Locations



• THE 3 P’s

PEOPLE PLACES

Key Recruitment Pieces



• THE 3 P’s

PEOPLE PLACES PURSES

Key Recruitment Pieces



˚ 25% Rebate (funded via the N.C. Film & Entertainment Grant)

˚ Minimum Spend         Maximum Payout
˚$500,000/avg/eps TV/Streaming series   $15M per season
˚$1.5M    Feature-length film   $7M
˚$500,000   Made-for-tv/streaming movie $7M
˚$250,000   Commercial     $250,000

˚ All Labor (above and below the line, resident and non-resident) qualifies 

˚Good and services from N.C. vendors

˚ No Application Fee

˚ Production pays for audit

˚Annual starting allocation of $31M



“



PURSE$ - North Carolina’s Competition

North Carolina    Georgia       New Mexico 

-25% rebate     -30% trans. tax credit (discounted)  -25-40% ref. tax credit

-Per project caps    -No per project caps     -No per project caps

-Perceived annual cap of $31M  -No annual fund cap     -$130M annual cap
 
-$1M cap on person’s salary  -No cap on person’s salary   -$5M salary cap

-No Sunset Date    -No Sunset Date     -No Sunset Date



What makes North Carolina great….

https://youtu.be/S4VCucs0OS8


Guy Gaster         

 North Carolina Film Office      

919-447-7800        

guy@filmnc.com        

www.filmnc.com        

mailto:guy@filmnc.com
http://www.filmnc.com/
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