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Wilmington, North Carolina



Record-setting community







9th Fastest Growing Metro



What if? UNCW Surf Club
Tropical Storm Bonnie
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Highlight: Idea Test Lab DEMO Day 
Blue Tech/Climate Tech, June 2024



Ocean Innovation Conference 
September 2024



NC Blue Economy Assets Map



Images courtesy NC Sea Grant Mariculture update 2021

Online, anytime
Free
Reducing regulatory conflict

Propel: Growing the Shellfish Industry



UNC Wilmington Blue Economy Index
(Bloomberg ticker: BLUEECO)



Community 
connections



<

Our team



Our team



Impact Climate/BlueTech Total
Entrepreneurs assisted 44 (+200% in 1 yr) 285

Capital $5M $40M
Event attendees 1,700 10,000

UNCW students 120 1,000
K-12 students 200 600

Mentors/volunteers 200 200

FY24 Summary



Place-Based Success
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Award-winning university
University Economic Development Award of Excellence: 
Place

Winner!



Thank you, UEDA!



Thank you for supporting your community!
Heather McWhorter, Director – mcwhorterh@uncw.edu
UNCW Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
www.uncw.edu/cie 
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