
LNC Class 32: Environmental Trivia!

Picture: Tidal flooding in Carolina Beach by Thomas Thelen 



Rules 

1. Have fun - it’s just trivia
2. Name your trivia team after your group’s favorite part of North Carolina’s 

environment
3. Work at your tables in a group to answer the question posed to you by one of 

our state’s environmental leaders 
4. Write the answer on your sheet of paper. We’ll tally at the end 
5. Winner is the group with the most correct answers! 
6. Have fun - it’s just trivia 



Corey Davis: Assistant State Climatologist of NC

Last year, Hurricane Helene brought a record 14 inches of rain over four days to 
Asheville, which was more than a third of its normal precipitation total for an entire 
year. That annual average of about 40 inches makes Asheville the climatological 
driest place in North Carolina.

Based on the 1991 to 2020 baseline, where is our climatological wettest location?

(a) in the tropical coastal town of Southport
(b) amid the stormy Sandhills in Southern Pines
(c) atop our highest peak on Mount Mitchell
(d) on our southern slopes in Lake Toxaway



Dr. Jane Harrison: NC Sea Grant Coastal Economist and 
Raleigh City Council member

Jane wants you to know that Raleigh started an e-bike voucher program to reduce 
our reliance on cars and reduce emissions. The City is providing vouchers to pay 
for up 230 e-bikes for residents

The City of Raleigh has a goal of reducing emissions by how much by 2050?

(a) 30%
(b) 50%
(c) 80%
(d) 100%



Max Cawley, Director of Climate Engagement at the 
Museum of Life and Science in Durham, NC 

In 2024, the White House hosted it’s 16th Christmas Tree from North Carolina – a 20-foot 
Fraser Fir from Avery County. North Carolina as a whole produces the second most 
commercial Christmas trees in the US (second only to Oregon), but is also home to the 
largest single county producer of Christmas Trees in the US. 

What County in North Carolina is the largest producer of Christmas trees?

(a) Ashe County
(b) Watauga County
(c) Avery County
(d) Buncombe County



Ashton Merck, Center for Collaborative Heat Monitoring 

North Carolina is home to what is often thought to be the oldest river in North 
America, a river thought to be more than 320 million years old – geologic 
processes that formed the river starting in roughly the same time period as the 
rings of Saturn, the evolution of the first bones on Earth, the evolution of the first 
trees, and the formation of the Appalachian Mountains. 

What is this River?

(a) New River
(b) French Broad River
(c) Cape Fear River 
(d) Neuse River



Dr. Erin Seekamp, Executive Director of the Climate 
and Sustainability Academy at NC State 

Portsmouth, North Carolina is a ghost town near Cape Lookout. There are several reasons for it 
being abandoned, including the harsh and remote nature of the village, repeated devastation from 
Hurricanes, and the constantly changing nature of the Outer Banks Islands and their coastal 
waterways. A major blow that led to the mass abandonment of Portsmouth, however, was the 
drying up of it’s major industry – Lightering. 

What is Lightering?

A. Lighting up the water, shorelines, and coast using Lighthouses in order to help sailors avoid 
dangerous and treacherous rocks and shallow waters. 

B. Offshore painting ships lighter colors, in order to avoid being detected and targeted by pirates 
and, during wartimes, by enemy vessels controlled by the British, Spanish, and Germans.

C. The process of ‘Lightering’ ships by carrying heavy cargo ashore or offloading onto smaller 
ships so that seafaring boats could access shallower waterways without running aground. 

D. Production and sale of special ship lights that were safer to bring onto wooden boats and not 
catch them on fire, and would run for longer periods of time to prevent running out of fuel 
while at sea.



Dr. Kathie Dello, State Climatologist of North Carolina

In just two weeks in September 2024, North Carolina saw significant flooding from 
two tropical events: Potential Tropical Cyclone 8 and Hurricane Helene. Extreme 
precipitation events are increasing in frequency and magnitude statewide, and can 
happen at any time of the year.

What North Carolina landmark flooded last May?

(A) Andy Griffith Museum in Mt Airy
(B) North Wilkesboro Speedway in North Wilkesboro
(C)Carolina Beach Boardwalk in Carolina Beach
(D)Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte 



Dr. Rebecca Ward: Coastal and Sustainability Initiative 

Soil type can play a role in drought and wildfire in our state. 

What is North Carolina’s State Soil?

(a) Loam
(b) Clay
(c) Kalkaska
(d) Cecil



Elizabeth Biser, former DEQ Secretary and your closing 
speaker!

How many North Carolinians are drinking water containing levels of PFAS higher 
than the federal drinking water standard?

A. 500,000
B. 1 million
C. 3.5 million
D. 10 million 
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