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Leadership North Carolina 
Class 33 Duke Energy Economic Development Session 

February 10-12, 2026 
New Bern 

 
Base Hotels 
DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern Riverfront 
100 Middle Street 
New Bern, NC 28560 
(252) 658-9000 
DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern Riverfront 

Tryon Riverfront Inn New Bern 
100 Craven Street 
New Bern, NC 28560 
(252) 649-0950 
Tryon Riverfront Inn New Bern 

 
Session Goals  

1. Build a common understanding of economic development in North Carolina.  
2. Highlight regional diversity and economic opportunity across the state. 
3. Demonstrate how economic development relies on cross-sector collaboration.  
4. Emphasize the role of workforce and talent development in economic competitiveness.  
5. Empower North Carolina leaders to boldly reimagine economic prosperity and how to achieve it.  
6. Explore the intersections between economic development, community well-being, and the arts as well as with LNC’s other 

pillars of government, education, health and human services, the environment, and inclusive leadership. 
 
Planning Committee      

Chris Rivera, Program Chair 
EMD Division Director, Department of Community Resources 

Mecklenburg County 
Mecklenburg 

 
Kevin Dick, Co-Chair Wake 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Carolina Small Business Development Fund 
 
David Lee, Co-Chair Cleveland 
Industry Recruitment Coordinator, Division of 
Workforce Solutions 
North Carolina Department of Commerce 
 
Robin Bennett Moore 
Partner 
DMJPS PLLC 
 
Rosalie Calarco New Hanover 
Associate State Director of Advocacy and Outreach of 
Coastal Region 
AARP North Carolina 
 
Mike Carson Wake 
Executive Director, Head of Consumer & Business 
Credit 
First Citizens Bank 
 
George Collier Harnett 
Deputy Director, Broadband Infrastructure Office 
North Carolina Department of Information Technology 
 

Andrea Freile Wayne 
Strategic Communications and Engagement 
Coordinator 
Wayne County Public Schools 
 
Joe Hungerford Buncombe 
Director of Engineering 
Curtiss-Wright 
 
Stacey Waddell Wake 
Deputy Chief Operations Officer 
State Employees' Credit Union (SECU) 
 
Thad Walton Mecklenburg 
SVP, Carolinas Commercial Banking Executive 
Regions Bank 
 
Heather Wilson New Hanover 
Executive Director 
Cameron Art Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each planning committee for the Class 33 program year is made up of members from LNC Class 32. 
 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ewnmsdt-doubletree-new-bern-riverfront/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-EWNMSDT&y_source=1_MTM3MjUyMy03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/cltriup-tryon-riverfront-inn-new-bern/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-UP-CLTRIUP&y_source=1_MTA0Mzk4MzU3NS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D


Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
Optional Tour: BSH Factory, 100 Bosch Boulevard, New Bern. Photo ID required.   
Optional Reception: Mattocks Hall, North Carolina History Center, 529 South Front Street, New Bern. 
 
12:45 – 1:00 pm Arrive at BSH Factory  
 
1:00 – 4:00 pm BSH Factory Tour (Optional) Jennifer (J.J.) Blandford 
 Advance RSVP required. Business casual attire. Photo ID required. Talent Management Manager 
 Closed-toed, comfortable walking shoes required (no high heels). BSH Home Appliance Corporation 

Pants preferred, avoid flowy pants, skirts, or dresses. 
   David Dysinger 

Vice President – R&D US 
BSH Home Appliance Corporation 

 
Ryan Lowery 

Vice President – Purchasing North America 
BSH Home Appliance Corporation 

 
Alicia (Ali) Cafferty 

Head of Government Relations 
BSH Home Appliance Corporation 

  
5:30 – 7:00 pm Session Reception at the Commission House (Optional)   
 Advance RSVP required. Business casual attire.   

 
 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
Breakfast and Session: New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
Dinner: The Chelsea, 335 Middle Street, New Bern 
 
 
8:00 – 8:30 am Breakfast (Optional)  
 Advance RSVP Required 
 
 8:00 – 8:30 am William Garrett Fund Committee Meeting  
 
8:30 – 9:00 am Setting the Stage Andrea Freile  

Strategic Communications and Engagement Coordinator 
Wayne County Public Schools 

LNC Class 32 and ECD Session Planning Committee 
 

Chris Rivera 
EMD Division Director, Department of Community Resources 

Mecklenburg County 
LNC Class 32 Alumnus and Class 33 Program Chair 

  
Kevin Dick 

President & Chief Executive Officer 
Carolina Small Business Development Fund 

LNC Class 32 Alumnus and ECD Session Co-Chair 
 

David Lee 
Industry Recruitment Coordinator, Division of Workforce Solutions 

North Carolina Department of Commerce 
LNC Class 32 Alumnus and ECD Session Co-Chair 

 
9:00 – 9:10 am Local Welcome Jeff Wood 

Director 
Craven County Economic Development 



 
9:15 – 10:15 am Economic Development 101  Dan Gerlach 
  Owner 

Dan Gerlach LLC 
 
10:15 – 10:35 am Morning Break 
 Snack and beverages will be provided 
 
10:35 – 11:35 am Driving Economic Development in NC Christopher Chung 
   Chief Executive Officer 

Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina 
 

The Honorable Elaine Marshall 
Secretary of State 

State of North Carolina 
 

Kevin Dick, Moderator 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

Carolina Small Business Development Fund 
LNC Class 32 Alumnus and ECD Session Co-Chair 

 
11:35 – 12:35 pm Lunch with Vendor Fair 

   
12:35 – 1:35 pm Rural Economic Development in NC: Challenges, Opportunities,  Esteban Guzmán 
 and Inclusive Strategies Director, Small Business Center 

Wayne Community College 
LNC Class 32 Alumnus 

 
 Steve Yost 

President 
North Carolina’s Southeast 

LNC Class 5 Alumnus 
 

Stacy Sereno 
State Legislative Director and Legislative Counsel 

North Carolina Farm Bureau 
LNC Class 32 Alumna 

 
Rosalie Calarco, Moderator 

Associate State Director of Advocacy and Outreach of Coastal Region 
AARP North Carolina 

LNC Class 32 Alumna and ECD Session Committee 
 
1:35 – 1:55 pm Class Business LNC Team 
 
1:55 – 2:25 pm Afternoon Break and Vendor Fair 
 
2:25 – 3:15 pm Entrepreneurial Impact: Successes, Failures, and Lessons Learned Stephen Malik 

Chairman/Owner, North Carolina Courage 
Founder, Greenlight Health Data Systems 

 
Thad Walton 

SVP, Carolinas Commercial Banking Executive 
Regions Bank 

LNC Class 32 Alumnus and ECD Session Committee 
 
3:15 – 3:50 pm Economic Development in Action: Putting Principles into Practice Session Planning Committee 
   <Instructions and Simulation Prep> 
 



3:50 – 4:00 pm Wrap Up and Transition to Vendor Fair with Paired Conversations LNC Team 
 
4:00 – 5:00 pm Vendor Fair 
 
6:30 pm Class Dinner at the Chelsea  
 Advance RSVP required   
 
 
Thursday, February 12, 2026 
Breakfast and Session: New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
 
8:00 – 8:30 am Breakfast (Optional) 
 Advance RSVP Required 
 
8:30 – 8:55 am Morning Reflections  Chris Rivera 

EMD Division Director, Department of Community Resources 
Mecklenburg County 

LNC Class 32 Alumnus and Class 33 Program Chair 
 
8:55 – 9:45 am North Carolina and the Global Economy Randall Johnson 

Executive Director – Southeastern Office 
North Carolina Biotechnology Center 

LNC Class 15 Alumnus 
 

Trey Cash 
Chief Operating Officer 

GTP Economic Development Region 
LNC Class 31 Alumnus 

 
9:45 – 10:05 am Morning Break  

Snack and beverages will be provided 
 
10:05 – 10:25 am Class Business: Planning Committees Overview LNC Team 
  
10:25 – 11:25 am Economic Development in Action: Putting Principles into Practice LNC Class 33 Learning Teams 
    <Mock Public Hearings> 
 
11:25 – 11:35 am Kudos LNC Class 33 
 
11:35 am – 12:20 pm Lunch 
 
12:20 – 1:10 pm Economic Development in Action: Putting Principles into Practice  Session Planning Committee 
    <Case Studies Discussion and Presentation Feedback>  
 
1:15 – 2:05 pm Leadership Profile The Honorable Machelle Baker Sanders 

CEO and Founder, Aspire Leadership & Consulting, LLC 
Former Secretary, North Carolina Department of Commerce and Department of Administration 

 
2:05 – 2:15 pm Wrap Up and Adjourn LNC Team 
 


