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Democracy Green:  providing 
mutual aid in WNC



Illegal Dumping

In 1978, the The Ward Transformer 
Company illegally dumped 31,000 
gallons of PCBs across over 200 miles 
of roadways in North Carolina in the 
middle of the night.
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When the PCBs were discovered it was 
decided that they would be cleaned up and 
placed in a landfill in Warren County. At the 
time, Warren County had the highest 
percentage of Black residents of any county 
in the state. 

Illegal Dumping - Legal Decisions





Warren County Protests Led by 
Dollie Burwell









Environmental 
Racism 



Not just in Warren County

The commission for Racial 
Justice’s landmark study, Toxic 
Wastes and Race found race to 
be the single most important 
factor—more important than 
income, home ownership, or 
property values—in the location 
of abandoned toxic waste sites. 



What is 
Environmental 
Racism For?

Seamster and Purifoy 
2020, Illustrated by Billy 
Dee



Environmental Racism in Sampson County

Donn Young 
Photography

Swine CAFOs Biogas

Wood Pellet Facilities PFAS Contamination

Poultry CAFOs

Landfills



Sampson County Landfill



Southern Coalition for 
Social Justice, 2024

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZajnusWp7j4oko0JYLGDgb8JyPgIyUsc/view








Poultry CAFOs in NC

Environmental 
Working Group, 2022



Poultry, Swine, and Beef CAFOs in NC 

Environmental 
Working Group, 2024



Epps et al, 2025



What does just leadership 
look like in this fight? 



Sherri White-Williamson
Environmental Justice 

Community Action Network (EJCAN)



Michael Regan Anounces Environmental Justice Office at 
Warren County 40th Anniversary



The White House Celebrating EJ Milestones in 2024

White House Summit on EJ Action, Anita Cunningham, NC resident and White House EJ Advisory Councilmember



North Carolina People’s Hearing -
Building the People’s Agenda

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsmpx0ouf4zbcdh9OaGlgkxZfzl7aRUw/view










http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cfFSaCDO9A


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cfFSaCDO9A


The EJ Movement needs people in power that can follow 
their lead

1. Document injustices to hold responsible parties accountable 
2. Validate the perspectives of gaslit communities
3. Provide communities left out of government monitoring initiatives with access 

to information on the quality of their local environments
4. Work with communities to identify solutions



The NC Environmental Justice Network



KEEP UP WITH OUR WORK

Sign Up for Our 
Newsletter

Follow us on Social Media

North Carolina Environmental 
Justice Network

@NCEJN

@ncej.network

chris@ncejn.org
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