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Rough Plan

• Still Purple? 

• The New NC Voters—hope for new candidates?

• The Old and New Geographic Divides

• Purple statewide, calcified counties

• 2026 Outlook



North 
Carolina: 
Still 
Purple?



The 
Presidential 
results in NC 

from one 
perspective

Democratic hopes of 
winning NC Reality



From another 
perspective-a 
battleground once 
again



Purple Statewide



Statewide Offices Brought Split Ticket Voting 
in NC…again

Dem Statewide wins 
in NC
• Gov
• LG
• Atty. Gen.
• Public Instruction
• Sec. of State
• NC Sup. Ct

Republicans won 9/15 
statewide offices



The Decline in Democrats & the Rise of None of the Above



In Simple Terms

• Unaffiliated are the largest group of registered voters under 40 years old

• Unaffiliated are the smallest group of registered voters over 40 years old

• Unaffiliated are the largest group of registered voters born outside NC

• Unaffiliated are the smallest group of registered voters born in NC



Will This Lead to More Unaffiliated Office-
Holders? Shelane EtchesonVan Duncan 

Duncan screen shot from vanduncanforcommissionchair.com. Etcheson photo by Carolyn de Berry for The Assembly



Will This Lead to More Unaffiliated Office-
Holders?





The Old Divide: Region
V.O. Key, Southern Politics in State and Nation 
(1949)

“the political questions in North Carolina have 
always been questions of east and west, or the 
upcountry against the lowlands of crystalline 
schists and granites against unconsolidated clays, 
sands, and gravels.” 

“North Carolina has more-tender sectional 
sensibilities than any other state in the South, 
including even tripartite Tennessee.” 



The New Divide: Urbanization



Calcified Counties





NC Congressional Districts Performed… Pretty 
Much Exactly As Expected



General Assembly Districts Performed…
Pretty Much Exactly as Expected



• But, what if there is variation within 
Counties & districts?



Within County Variation

• Incorporated/Unincorporated: the new urban/rural divide

• Democrats are the largest group of registered voters in incorporated 
places

• Democrats are the smallest group of registered voters in 
unincorporated places





A Small Number of Competitive Seats



The Tit-for-Tat Redistricting Wars
• Current map: 219 (R) – 214 (D)
• Passed Maps (R+3)

• Texas: 5 additional Reps
• California: 5 additional Dems (pending referendum vote)
• Missouri: 1 more Rep 
• North Carolina: 1 more Rep 
• Ohio: 2 more Rep 
• Utah: 1 more Dem

• Active Discussions/Proposals (D+3)
• Virginia (up to 3 more Democrats)

• Other states where it might happen (Even)
• Republicans control redistricting: Indiana (R+2), Kansas (R+1), Florida (R+3), New Hampshire (R+1), 
• Democrats control redistricting: Maryland (D+1), Illinois (D+1), Oregon (D+1), Wisconsin (D+2)

• Waiting for Callais (R+3)
• Louisiana (R+1), Alabama (R+1)



Tuesday Oct. 14

singular



New Map Released Friday Oct. 17

• 12 of North Carolina’s 14 congressional districts remained unchanged



2024                                       2026



What Changed?

Moved from NC-1 
to NC-3

Moved from 
NC-3 to NC-1

Greene
Lenoir
Wayne
Wilson

Beaufort
Carteret
Craven
Dare
Hyde
Pamlico
Onslow 
(portion)



Current v. Proposed

NC-1 NC-3

2024 2026 2024 2026

% Trump 2024 50 55 61 56

% Harris 2024 48 44 39 43

% Rep DRA Composite 48 51 57 52

% Dem DRA Composite 51 47 41 46

% Non-White 49 40 35 44

% Black 40 32 21 29
* Trump & Harris 2024 numbers for proposed map from NCGA Stat Pack. 2024 numbers from current districts from the Downballots (amazing) 
database of presidential results by congressional districts. 2016-2020 Composites, Minority & Race Numbers from Dave’s Redistricting. 
Composite includes 2016 Presidential, 2020 Presidential, 2016 Senate, 2020 Senate, 2020 Governor, & 2020 Attorney General. Mistakes by 
Chris Cooper. Feel free to let him know if you see any (nicely, please). 









Dems Need 
to Gain 4 

Seats in 2026



Thinking about the US Senate Election in NC

• Dem hasn’t won a US Senate Election in NC since 2008

• But, there were no US Senate elections in NC in 
• 2018 (Trump’s 1st Midterm)
• 2020 (Biden Victory)



What About the General Assembly?

NC House NC Senate

R D R D

Current 71 49 30 20



What About the General Assembly?

NC House NC Senate

R D R D
R Sweeps Splits
Hold Pres Outcomes
Current 71 49 30 20
Prather Metric
D Sweeps Splits 
Robinson Metric



What About the General Assembly?

NC House NC Senate

R D R D
R Sweeps Splits 76 44 33 17
Hold Pres Outcomes 72 48 31 19
Current 71 49 30 20
Prather Metric 67 53 30 20
D Sweeps Splits 63 57 28 22
Robinson Metric 46 74 22 28



The Bottom Line

• North Carolina is a purple state
• We are purple because we are a mix of blue and red—not because we 

are all purple
• We live in a time of nationalized politics--& it’s trickled down to the 

local level.
• None of that is likely to change soon



What Good Governance Looks Like



QUESTIONS & 
CONVERSATION 

ccooper@email.wcu.edu

http://www.chriscooper.com 
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