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L e a d e r s h i p  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
 

Class 34  
Orientation Session 

 
October 6-8, 2026 

New Bern 
 
Base Hotels 
DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern Riverfront 
100 Middle Street 
New Bern, NC 28560 
(252) 658-9000 
DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern Riverfront 

Tryon Riverfront Inn New Bern 
100 Craven Street 
New Bern, NC 28560 
(252) 649-0950 
Tryon Riverfront Inn New Bern 

 
Session Goals  
1. Present Leadership North Carolina’s mission, program concept, and expectations.   
2. Explore the state’s history. 
3. Inspire class members to develop relationships with each other to enhance their leadership abilities. 
4. Challenge participants to understand statewide issues and to become involved in developing solutions as leaders in their 

communities, regions, and state. 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Dr. Margaret A. Brunson 
Special Advisor, Organizational Health, North Carolina Office of State Human Resources 
Chief Executive Officer/Founder, Illumined Leadership Solutions 
LNC Class 28 Alumna 
 
Kathy Higgins 
President and CEO 
Leadership North Carolina 
  
Jesse Hamilton McCoy II 
Associate Clinical Professor of Law 
Duke University School of Law  
LNC Class 33 Alumnus and Class 34 Program Chair 
 
MK Melton 
Program Associate 
Leadership North Carolina  
 
Emily Smith  
Operations Manager  
Leadership North Carolina  
 
Kelly Swanson Turner 
Associate Director 
Leadership North Carolina 
   
      
          

 
 
 

  

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ewnmsdt-doubletree-new-bern-riverfront/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-EWNMSDT&y_source=1_MTM3MjUyMy03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/cltriup-tryon-riverfront-inn-new-bern/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-UP-CLTRIUP&y_source=1_MTA0Mzk4MzU3NS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D


Tuesday, October 6 
Program and Reception: New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
 
1:30 – 2:00 pm Arrival Window 
  Light snacks and beverages will be available 
  
2:00 – 2:30 pm Welcome and Program Overview LNC Team  

 
2:30 – 4:30 pm Introductions LNC Class 34 
 
4:45 pm  Class Picture on the Veranda  

 
5:00 – 6:30 pm Reception  Jaz Tunnell 
  Reception will include heavy hors d’oeuvres Director, US State Government Affairs 

Corning Incorporated 
Chair, Leadership North Carolina Board of Directors 

LNC Class 17 Alumnus 
  
6:30 pm  Free Time 

 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
Breakfast and Program: New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
Dinner: Stanly Hall Ballroom, 249 Craven Street, New Bern. 
 
8:00 – 8:30 am Breakfast (optional)   

Advance RSVP required 
 

8:30 – 8:45 am The Best of NC Jesse Hamilton McCoy II 
Associate Clinical Professor of Law 

Duke University School of Law  
LNC Class 33 Alumnus and Class 34 Program Chair 

 
8:45 – 9:40 am LNC 101 The LNC Team 
 
9:40 – 9:55 am Break 
 
9:55 – 11:15 am The Tar Heel State, 1540-1835 Dr. Karl Campbell 
   Professor of History 

Appalachian State University 
 
11:15 – 11:30 am Break 
  Snack and beverages will be provided  
 
11:30 – 12:30 pm North Carolina in the 19th Century, 1835-1900 Dr. Karl Campbell 
   Professor of History 

Appalachian State University 
 
12:30 – 1:30 pm Lunch with Learning Team Conversations 
 
1:30 – 2:00 pm What Matters Most? Kelly Swanson Turner 

Associate Director 
Leadership North Carolina 

 
2:00 – 3:15 pm The Progressive Plutocracy, 1900-present Dr. Karl Campbell 
   Professor of History 

Appalachian State University 



 
3:15 – 3:40 pm Table Discussions and Break 
 
3:40 – 4:15 pm North Carolina History: Q&A and Conclusions Dr. Karl Campbell 
   Professor of History  

Appalachian State University 
 

4:15 – 4:30 pm Wrap-Up and Adjourn The LNC Team 
 
4:30 – 6:30 pm Free Time   
  
6:30 pm Class Dinner                                      Stanly Hall Ballroom 

Casual Attire. Walkable from the hotels or street parking is available. 
 
 
Thursday, October 8 
Breakfast and Program: New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
Lunch (Optional): New Bern Riverfront Convention Center Ballroom B, 203 South Front Street, New Bern.   
 
8:00 – 8:30 am Breakfast (optional)   

Advance RSVP required 
Check out of hotel prior to start of session 

 
8:30 – 8:50 am Morning Reflections Jesse Hamilton McCoy II 

Associate Clinical Professor of Law 
Duke University School of Law  

LNC Class 33 Alumnus and Class 34 Program Chair 
 
8:50 am – 12:00 pm The LNC Approach to Learning   Dr. Margaret A. Brunson 
  There will be a 15-minute break during this Special Advisor, Organizational Health 
  segment with snack and beverage provided  North Carolina Office of State Human Resources 

Chief Executive Officer/Founder, Illumined Leadership Solutions 
   LNC Class 28 Alumna 
 
12:00 – 12:10 pm What’s Next? The LNC Team 
 
12:10 – 12:25 pm The Impact of LNC Kathy Higgins 

President and CEO 
Leadership North Carolina 

LNC Class 10 Alumna 
 
12:25 – 12:30 pm Closing Exercise The LNC Team 
 
12:30 pm  Lunch (optional)    

Advance RSVP required 
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