
RURAL NORTH CAROLINA AT A GLANCE
Rural North Carolina is made up of 80 counties out of the
State's 100. This is based on the Rural Center's analysis of
county population density with data from the 2010

decennial census.

The classification system adopted by the Rural Center uses
a county population density threshold of 250 people per
square mile or less to define counties as "rural."
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Who are Employed: 269,368
Who are Unemployed: 62,353
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Top 5 Rural Employment Sectors
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Very small businesses - businesses with less than 10 employees - make up 75% of the total business establishments
in rural North Carolina.
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Data Sources: U. S Census Bureau - 2000 Census Summary Files, ACS 5 -Year Estimates, County Business Patterns || Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, from Area Health Resource
File/American Medical Association  || NC Department of Commerce Quarterly Census Employment & Wages  || US Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service  ||
Federal Financial Institutions Examinations Council, CRA Aggregate Report  **Income, Wages and Agricultural revenue dollar amounts have been adjusted to their 2018 equivalent value.
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