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Charlotte Ranked Last
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The Fading American Dream
Percent of Children Earning More than Their Parents, by Year of 

Birth. www.equalityofopportunity.org
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Economic Mobility of Charlotte’s 
Children Born in Bottom 5th Quintile

Bottom

Quintile (5th)

38.2%

Second

Quintile (4th)

31.5%

Middle

Quintile (3rd)

17.3%

Fourth

Quintile (2nd)

8.7%

Top

Quintile (1st)

4.4%

Only 4.4% Chance to Make It To the Top.
70% of Children Born Poor Will Stay in the Bottom Two Quintiles.  

Source: Chetty, et. al, “Where is the Land of Opportunity? 
The Geography of Mobility in the United States.”
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“Potential is universal, 
opportunity is not,”

Wes Moore, CEO, 
Robinhood Foundation



Our Response



Charlotte Mecklenburg is a community that cares about all our 
children and youth – regardless of income, race, and zip code –
and where all our children feel they belong, dream big, and find 
the opportunities to achieve their dreams.

Our Bold, Inspiring Vision



Individual

 What in our community 

network of resources, 

programs, support most 

creates or constrains 

opportunity?  

 What are the attributes of individuals for success?  

▪ Hopes/Aspirations

▪ Skills/Preparedness

▪ Connectedness/Social Capital

▪ Resilience/Grit

▪ Housing

▪ Education

▪ Criminal Justice

▪ Segregation

▪ Cultural Values/Norms

▪ Explicit/Implicit Bias

▪ Exclusion/Inclusion

▪ Hiring Practices

▪ Income Inequality/Wages

 What about families most  

creates or constrains 

opportunity?  
▪ Family Structure

▪ Family Traditions/Values

▪ Family Planning

▪ Family Income

▪ Parenting Skills/Resources

 What are systemic or 

underlying forces and 

structures that most                          

create or constrain 

opportunity?▪ Neighborhood Characteristics

▪ Education Programs

▪ Life-Skills Programs

▪ Criminal Justice Programs

▪ Workforce Development Programs

▪ Faith Community

▪ Business Community

A Layered Approach



Must be 

addressed as a 

system. Requires long 

term approach 

with honest 

appraisals of 

effectiveness.

Focus on 

relationships 

and linkages.
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Prenatal to Career Continuum

Prenatal 
Support and 

Decisions

Birth Kindergarten 3rd Grade 8th Grade 12th

Grade/High 
School 

Graduation

College and 
Career 

Pathways

2019 2020 2025 2028 2033 2038 Through 2050



Opportunity System Strategy
For Children, Youth and Families 



Commit to:

• Relentlessly focus on systems change.

• Advocate for policies to better serve youth and families. 

• Focus on creating new pathways to mobility and bridge the 
opportunity gap.

• Recognize that no single organization is the answer.

• Facilitate cross-sector collaboration to achieve the generational 
results we seek to achieve. 
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The Opportunity



▪ Strategy A: Acknowledge the significant roles segregation and 
racialization have played in our current opportunity narrative 
and commit to becoming a more inclusive, fair, and just 
community. 

▪ Strategy B: Address the complex, multifaceted issue of school 
segregation with a systems approach.

Community-Inspired Strategies 
*Segregation: Cross-Cutting Factor*

✓Become a More 
Inclusive, Fair and 
Just Community.

✓Address School 
Segregation



Community-Inspired Strategies: 
Social Determinants



▪ Strategy U: Ensure all children, youth, and families have 
relationships in the community that connect them to opportunities, 
information, and resources; broaden their horizons about what’s 
possible in their lives; assist in navigating through unexpected crises 
to stay on track; offer tangible pathways toward achieving their 
aspirations; and demonstrate to every child, youth, and family that 
their contribution is vital to the success of our community.

Community-Inspired Strategies 
*Social Capital: Cross-Cutting Factor*
✓Expand Relationships 

and Connections to 

Broaden Horizons.
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Economic and Social Mobility: 
The Defining Issue of Our Time



Community Response



Participation in Pre-K fosters the development of  

the whole child through the following:

Social & Emotional Skills: Children will exhibit eagerness and curiosity 

as a learner, participate as a member of the class community, use words/

adults to manage confli

c

t s,  and fol low cl ass rul es and r outines. 

Creative Arts: Children will become aware of art and use materials for 

exploration and expression, become aware of music and participate in  

music experiences. 

Scientific

 

Thinking: Children will question and investigate through active 

exploration and seek answers or solutions through active problem solving. 

Social Studies: Children will begin to understand the role of self and others 

as members of families and community, show an awareness of other cultures, 

and show an interest in caring for the environment. 

Technology: Children will explore the computer and its components and 

use age-appropriate software to support learning.

This important opportunity is County-funded and therefore free for children 

who qualify. Classrooms will be located across the County (check our website 

for updated locations at www.smartstartofmeck.org/meckprek). All MECK 

Pre-K classes will be taught by a licensed teacher and teacher assistant.

          REGISTER TODAY!

Why should children attend 

Pre-K? 

Decades of research have shown that Pre-K makes 

a difference in the school readiness of children. 

Not just in the short-term to get children ready to 

succeed in school, but in the long-term as children 

grow up, become employed, and contribute to the 

strength of the economy. 

What is MECK Pre-K?

MECK Pre-K is a Mecklenburg County-funded  

program that aims to ultimately offer universal 

pre-kindergarten to all of the County’s 4-year-old 

children. We are adding new Pre-K classrooms 

across Mecklenburg County and working to enroll 

eligible children now. http://www.smartstartofmeck.

org/meckprek/meck-pre-kindergarten-enrollment/

Pre-K is now available  
for more children in  

Mecklenburg County! 

HOUSEHOLD/  

FAMILY SIZE 

ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME LIMIT

2 $36,212 

3 $45,716 

4 $55,220 

5 $64,724 

6 $74,228 

7 $83,732 

8 $93,236 

Who can attend?   
MECK Pre-K children are eligible if their  

family income is 220% of the federal  

poverty level as noted in the chart below:

This 2018-19 school year, Mecklenburg County is opening 

33 new classrooms to serve 600 more children in the community

FREE  
for the children 

 who qualify!

           To apply for the 2018-19 school year, your child   

                must be age 4 on or before August 31, 2018 and  

               live in Mecklenburg County. Families must show  

                                          birth certifica t e,  proof of residency in Mecklenburg  

                                    County, and household income. 

For more information on the MECK Pre-K Program, call Smart Start of  

Mecklenburg County at 704-943-9585. 

You may schedule a screening appointment by emailing  

meckprek@smartstartofmeck.org. 

Visit www.smartstartofmeck.org/meckprek to learn more about upcoming 

registration events and how to apply.

Smart Start of Mecklenburg County  

704-943-9585 

smartstartofmeck.org
Mecklenburg Partnership

for Children
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CELC Framework: 

Engage across the education continuum and crucial supporting services

▪ Health & wellness education and 

planning
▪ Mental health services

▪ Vision

▪ Substance Abuse 

Prevention/Support

▪ Unintended pregnancy

▪ Importance of two-parent families
▪ Better birth outcomes

▪ Stable housing situations

▪ Consistent schools attended
▪ Transportation plans for school and 

work

Early Childhood Career Readiness/ Post-SecondaryElementary Middle School High School

Health & Human Services System Affordable Housing & Transportation Family Planning

▪ Pre-K/ childcare 

access & 
affordability

▪ Teacher retention/ 

quality

▪ Certifications/ 

Credentialing
▪ College completion

▪ Career Pathway 

Awareness

▪ Employment Support

▪ STEM awareness

▪ Tutoring/ 
mentoring

▪ Life navigator

▪ Early literacy

▪ Structured tutoring 
in math/reading

▪ College access

▪ Technical Ed
▪ WB Learning

▪ Dual Enrollment

▪ Transition 

Programs 

Key Themes

Key Themes

Education 

Continuum

Potential Barriers 

To Progress

Working teams created to drive impact

Education (Pre-K thru 12)

Workforce Development 

Affordable Housing, Transportation, and Support Services

Public Policy/ Economic Development





Charlotte 

Mecklenburg 

is a place of 

opportunity

for many.

But often we 

don’t live, 

learn, work 

or worship 

together.

We don’t see 

each other. 

We don’t face 

what keeps us 

separate. 

We don’t see 

disparities.

The Challenge



• 25% of Charlotte’s children experience poverty. 

• 44% of Mecklenburg County children ages 0-5 live in households 
earning below 200% of the Federal poverty level. 

• The poverty rate of working age African Americans and 
Hispanics is twice that for whites in Charlotte. 

• 14.5% of young people ages 16-24 are neither working nor going 
to school or training. 
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The Challenge



We Are Segregated By Race



We Are Segregated By Income



Ensure Opportunity for All.
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Before Making 

Significant Decisions, Ask 

“How will this decision impact the opportunity 

trajectory of our children, youth and families?”

Your actions can make a tangible impact.
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Be An Opportunity Ambassador

Read the Opportunity Task Force Report

Visit www.leadingonopportunity.org and share your story

Talk with Others About This Work

Ask Questions of Your Elected Leaders

Follow Us On Social Media: Facebook & Twitter

Volunteer, Donate Time and/or Talent

http://www.leadingonopportunity.org/


Our Children. Their Future. 

Our Commitment.


