
Inclusive & Equitable 
Economic Development 

Danya C. Perry
Director – Equitable Economic Development 
Wake County Economic Development



“Our region is a great magnet, 
but has a poor ladder.”









Wake County is Growing By 63 People Per Day

Projected Population Growth (2016-2046)
Source: U.S. Conference of Mayors, 2017
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#2 
Best Performing Metro 
Miliken Institute | January 2018

$25.95 
Median Wage Rate
Paid (Hourly)

#3 
Best Place to Live in US 
Money Magazine | December 2018

29,000 
New Jobs 
New through business 
attraction, creation, & retention
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55% 46.5% of the population, 
25 years and older have a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher
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The region’s three tier-
one research universities 
make major contributions to the 
technology industry through education, 
research and commercialization.
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Defining Equitable Economic 
Development 







Is this prosperity inclusive?



Vulnerable Communities

Poverty Rate Unemployment

Vacant Housing Education

Dependency 
Ratio



Effective Practice in EED
Inclusion in outreach, process, and policy

Investing in targeted growth areas

Supporting local entrepreneurs

Developing the workforce

Granting incentives for inclusive business practice







www.abetterwake.com

OUR
WEBSITE





2021:  
Interpersonal & Infrastructure 

Transformation



Reach In



Reach Out



Reach Over
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