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A group of 1,300 independent scientific
experts from countries all over the world
under the auspices of the United Nations,
concluded there's a more than 95 percent
probability that human activities over the
past 50 years have warmed our planet.

NASA
https://climate.nasa.gov/causes/



Credit: Left - Mellimage/Shutterstock.com, center - Montree Hanlue/Shutterstock.com.

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2018/09/17/hurricane-florence-
tropical-storm-florence-north-carolina-floods-wilmington-roads-governor-
cooper/1335384002/
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sustainability | səˌstānəˈbilədē | noun
the ability to be maintained at a certain rate or level: the sustainability of economic growth | the long-term sustainability of the project.

avoidance of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain an ecological balance: the pursuit of global environmental 
sustainability | the ecological sustainability of the planet.

First do no harm; then try to prevent it.
Geoffrey Hughes, Emergency Medicine Journal, May 2007

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2018/09/17/hurricane-florence-
tropical-storm-florence-north-carolina-floods-wilmington-roads-governor-
cooper/1335384002/



https://www.ourstate.com/good-road-state/

North Carolina Is The Good Roads State

Before the Good Roads Campaign, joyrides in NC were more like misery 
rides, especially in the mud, like this family in Johnston County in 1909. 
Image courtesy of the State Archives of NC.

By the time workers completed a federally funded highway from 
Durham to Roxboro in 1919, local residents had already “motored out” 
to see the new road. Image Courtesy of the NC Collection, UNC CH.

http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/291/cotton-
and-the-civil-war

A complete system of State Highways will carry light into dark places, 
build up and improve the morals of our citizens, 
and induce good people to settle in our midst. 

Good Roads Association president, W.A. McGirt letter to Gov. Thomas Bickett, 1918.
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Drivers who spend more time behind the wheel 
are more likely to be overweight than those who use more 

active modes of transportation.
More time driving increases obesity risk, study suggests | CBC News

www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/more-time-driving-increases-obesity-risk-study-suggests-1

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/more-time-driving-increases-obesity-risk-study-suggests-1.2725521#:%7E:text=More%20time%20driving%20increases%20obesity%20risk%2C%20study%20suggests.,those%20who%20use%20more%20active%20modes%20of%20transportation.
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/more-time-driving-increases-obesity-risk-study-suggests-1


Our personal vehicles are a 
major cause of global 

warming… accounting for 
nearly one fifth of all US 

emissions.
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/car-emissions-

globalwarming#:~:text=Our%20personal%20vehicles%20are%20a,for%20
every%20gallon%20of%20gas

For the first time in more 
than 40 years, the largest 
source of greenhouse gas 
pollution in the US isn’t 

electricity but transport –
cars, trucks, planes, trains 

and shipping. (2017)
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jan/01/vehicles-

climate-change-emissions-trump-administration
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https://www.denverpost.com/2020/06/14/coronavirus-bicycle-boom/

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/car-emissions-globalwarming#:%7E:text=Our%20personal%20vehicles%20are%20a,for%20every%20gallon%20of%20gas




The average cost to own and 
operate a sedan in the US.





Scooter rides totaled 38.5 million 
trips in 2018, while dockless
bike-share totaled 9 million trips 
and e-bikes totaled 6.5 million trips.
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/as-scooters-go-mainstream-
infrastructure-falls-behind/561626/



https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa18077.pdf

Anything But Cars Lanes



Why is this happening?

Because state and local transportation agencies place a higher value on 
speed (and avoiding delay) than they do on safety. 

It’s simply not possible to prioritize both. When faced with decisions 
that would elevate and prioritize safety for people walking but increase 
delay for vehicles, the decision-makers’ true priorities are laid bare.



Ten common myths about bike lanes 
– and why they're wrong
Peter Walker

1. Cycle lanes increase congestion/pollution
2. Hardly anyone uses them
3. They’re only used by white, middle-class 
men/commuters
4. They’re bad for business
5. They’re dangerous for pedestrians
6. Cyclists break laws, so they shouldn’t get lanes
7. How do I carry work tools/a fridge on a bike?
8. We’re not the Netherlands/Denmark
9. They cost too much
10. There’s no need

You could write a whole column –
even a book – about why this is absurd, 

but it’s always worth stressing this 
point to the cycling naysayers: 

OK, what’s your solution to gridlock, 
pollution, a climate emergency; to cities 

that are noisy, dangerous and unjust? 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/bike-blog/2019/jul/03/

ten-common-myths-about-bike-lanes-and-why-theyre-wrong

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/bike-blog/2019/jul/03/


Relative to the full 
NCDOT budget, 

bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation 

receives very little 
dedicated funding. 
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North Carolina Is The Good Roads State

The fact is that automobiles no longer have a place 
in the big cities of our time.

Bertarnd Delanoe, Mayor of Paris, 2001- 2014



Source: Drawing by Duany Plater Zyberk as shown in F. Spielberg, “The Traditional Neighborhood Development: How Will Traffic Engineers Respond?” ITE Journal 1989; 59:17-18.
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LNC Poll Results
The following places are within a safe 10-minute 
WALK of my home: (Check all that apply.)

1. Restaurants/bars            41% 59%
2. A grocery store 27%                                    73%

3. Shops 23%                                    77%

4. K-12 schools                 36%                                    64%

5. Culture/entertainment. 11%                                    89%

6. A Pharmacy                   25%                                   75%

7. Medical services           11%                                    89%

8. A public park                 34%                                   66%

9. A place of worship         41%                                   59%

34% 0    10   20   30   40   50    60   70    80  90+

Yes                No





BUT

84% of 
Charlotte is 

currently zoned 
for single-

family homes. 
Charlotte 2040 would shift 
the city's zoning focus to 
include more duplexes, 

triplexes, and in some cases, 
quadplexes.

https://www.fox43.com/article/news/politics/flashpoint/single-family-
zoning-charlotte-planning-housing/275-fce5f1e7-7ec6-4587-bd47-

de3e6abeaf2e#:~:text=Currently%2C%2084%25%20of%20Charlotte%20i
s%20zoned%20for%20a,more%20duplexes%2C%20triplexes%2C%20an

d%20in%20some%20cases%2C%20quadplexes.



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/18/upshot/cities-across-america-question-single-family-zoning.html



Today, increased density is viewed 
by environmentalists as an 

antidote to sprawling 
development patterns that feed 
gridlock and auto emissions. 

It’s viewed by planners as an 
essential condition to support 

public transit, and by economists 
as the best means of making high-

cost cities more affordable.
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/18/upshot/c

ities-across-america-question-single-family-zoning.html
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What I like most about the city I listed is its: 
(Check up to one/three boxes)

1. Restaurants/bars

2. Shopping

3. Culture/entertainment

4. History

5. Architecture

6. Sporting events

7. Ease of getting
around without a car
8. Ease of driving
myself around

0%   5     10     15     20    25    30    35    40+

LNC Poll Results
Other than where I live now, one of my 
favorite cities to visit is:___________________

Asheville
Barcelona
Beaufort 
Blowing Rock
Boston
Bryson City 
Capetown, South Africa 
Charleston
Charlotte
Cherry Grove, SC
Chicago
Dallas
Denver
Emerald Isle
Florence, Italy
Hendersonville, NC
Hilton Head

Nashville
New Orleans
NYC
Ocracoke
Old San Juan, Puerto Rico
San Francisco
Outer Banks
Philadelphia
Portland, ME
Puerto Vallarta
Raleigh 
Savannah
Sun Valley, Idaho
VA Beach
Washington, DC
Waynesville
Wilmington
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https://american-healthcare.net/step-it-up-the-surgeon-generals-call-to-action-to-promote-walking-and-walkable-communities/
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